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UM STUDENT DOCUMENTARY TO AIR STATEWIDE DEC. 14
MISSOULA Montanans’ growing mistrust of government is the topic of "State of Discontent," a
University of Montana student-produced documentary that will be broadcast statewide Wednesday,
Dec. 14.
The one-hour program, produced by UM’s award-winning Student Documentary Unit, will
air at 8 p.m. on Montana Public Television, TCI Cablevision Channel 13 in Missoula and TCI
Cablevision Channel 9 in Kalispell. The documentary is also slated for broadcast later this winter
on Montana Television Network stations, Bitterroot Valley Television and Spokane public television
station KSPS.
The documentary examines political turmoil in Montana brought on by a growing mistrust
of local, state and federal government. Student reporters talk to citizens across Montana who once
trusted government but now don’t.
The broadcast looks at the original Jeffersonian ideals of government and how they’ve
changed. It examines Montana’s legislative power struggle that resulted in the narrow defeat of
two constitutional amendments. Other topics include the controversial effort to revise Flathead
County’s master growth plan and water-rights arguments between eastern Montana ranchers and the
state.
"State of Discontent" looks at school overcrowding in Lolo and Stevensville brought on by
voters turning down school funding measures. The program also discusses how computer

-more-

studoc94.rl - 2
communications and "talk radio" have fueled discontent with government. Reporters examine the
traditions of Butte politics, buffeted by discontent. Members of extremist groups who have stepped
outside the law to protest are given their say. Finally, Governor Marc Racicot and incoming Senate
Minority Leader Mike Halligan respond to the pressures on them to "Fix" government.
"State of Discontent" was produced by Jeanelle Lamphier of Great Falls and directed by
Jarrett McPeek of Ada, Mich. The associate producer is Annike Cardy of Redmond, W ash.; the
associate director is James Rafferty of Great Falls.
Modem computer graphics were created for the program Jeremy White of Sheridan, Ore.
Brook Bradbury of Rudvard is the anchor for the documentary. Segment reporters include
Courtney Peck of S t Maries, Idaho, Andy Hallmark of Great Fails, Jennifer Euell of Bailantine,
Chad Payne of Missoula, Bill Platt of Butte and Tracy Johnke of Winnett. Segment producers are
Johnke; Teresa Allen of Clearfield, Utah; Andre Verloy of Oslo, Norway; Jennifer Jasek of Chula
Vista,Calif.; John O’Connell of Bozeman and Dawn Chaffee of Missoula.
Segment photographers and videotape editors include Rafferty, Rick Olson and Alex Lynch
of Missoula and Craig Altmeier of Helena. Jill Marquis of Portland, Ore,, served as a researcher.
All Student Documentary Unit members are seniors in broadcast journalism or
radio-television production except Platt, a graduate student in journalism, and Marquis, a graduate
student in creative writing.
Computer-generated music for the program was provided by Jason Derlatka of Huson, a
senior in the Department of Music.
Faculty advisers are UM radio-television professors Bill Knowles and Gregory MacDonald.
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